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15 March 2013 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL:  25 & 26 February 2013 
 

I am writing to provide you with a short report on the EU Agriculture and Fisheries Council 
meeting which I attended in Brussels on the 25 & 26 February 2013. The report is attached.   
 
I am copying this letter to the Convener of the European and External Relations Committee, 
for information. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
RICHARD LOCHHEAD 
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AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL:  25 and 26 February 2013 
 
SUMMARY 
 
February Council was important in the process for Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) 
Reform, with Ministers agreeing a general approach on final elements of the Basic 
Regulations of CFP Reform, specifically finding agreement on a discard ban. This is 
a critical step in the process, allowing the Irish Presidency to carry on towards its 
objective of achieving political agreement on all of the elements of CFP reform by the 
end June 2013.  Attention will now turn to the trilogue discussions with the European 
Parliament, expected to start on 19 March.   
 
On agriculture, the Council broadly supported the Presidency's compromise text on 
the basic payment scheme but concluded that further scrutiny was required, with a 
view to finalising the overall position at the March Council. 
 
Ministers were also given the opportunity to share views on mislabelling of beef 
products and called for the Commission to accelerate the delivery of its report on 
origin labelling of meat in processed products.   
 
This was the second Agriculture and Fisheries Council under the Irish Presidency 
which was chaired by Mr Simon Coveney, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 
 
AGRICULTURE 
 
Ministers debated the basic payment scheme and transparency as to the 
beneficiaries of CAP payments, contained within the Direct Payment Regulation and 
Horizontal Regulation, under the framework for CAP Reform. 
 
Direct payments 
 
Ministers discussed a number of issues, including some technical details, relating to 
the new direct payments system.  There was discussion on “internal convergence”, 
the process by which payments within a given member state or region will converge 
over time towards a single rate per hectare.   Ministers generally welcomed 
proposals for greater flexibility for internal convergence, which could permit partial 
rather than full convergence by 2019. However, some delegations were concerned 
that excessive flexibility could water down the key objective of the reform and would 
prefer to see full internal convergence by the end of the period. 
 
Transparency  
 
The Council confirmed broad support for the Commission’s proposals on publication 
of CAP beneficiaries’ data above a set threshold.   
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FISHERIES 
 
Council reached agreement on the final elements of the Basic Regulation of 
Common Fisheries Policy Reform, agreeing the position for parts which had been left 
in square brackets in the General Approach at June Council 2012.  
 
Landing Obligations/ Discards  
 
Ministers agreed to a package of measures to end the discarding of fish, and to 
require fishing vessels to start landing all they catch.  This package of measures 
includes introducing a ban progressively between 2014 and 2019, and is supported 
by practical and flexible measures which will address the complexities of Scotland’s 
mixed fisheries.    Further Scottish objectives of reaching maximum sustainable yield 
and a regional approach to fisheries management were also retained.  
 
This agreement is a significant milestone on the road to reform the CFP.  The 
Council will now formally initiate trilogue discussions with the Parliament, as part of 
wider negotiations on CFP reform.  Political agreement on the CFP reform package, 
including discards, is expected in June 2013  
 
EU/Morocco Fisheries Agreement 
 
The Council was also updated by the Commission on the on-going negotiations 
under the Fisheries Partnership Agreement with Morocco. This proposed new 
protocol would allow EU vessels access to fishing opportunities in the waters under 
administration of Morocco.  
 
AOB 
 
Mislabelling of Processed Beef Products  
 
The Commission gave an overview of the current situation regarding mislabelling of 
processed beef products.  Council welcomed the testing programme proposed by 
the Commission and the decision that the Commission will try to speed up 
publication of the report on origin labelling of meat in processed products (now 
expected to be published in the summer 2013).  
 
New European Protein Strategy   
 
The Council was briefed by the Austrian delegation calling for a European protein 
strategy given that just one million of thirty million tonnes of EU soybean 
consumption was grown in the EU. They called for a mechanism to support research 
and information sharing, but also for protein crops to be eligible for cultivation on 
environmental focus areas as part of CAP reform. A number of Member States 
supported the Austrian suggestions.  
 

-------- 
 
The next Agriculture and Fisheries Council will be held on 18-19 March 2013, in 
Brussels.  
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